present in pregnancy urine. These appear to be the same as, or very similar to, hormones contained in extracts of the anterior lobe of the pituitary and of the placenta.
Aschheim and Zondek were the first to show that the urine of pregnant women, when injected into the immature mouse, produces certain characteristic features in the ovary. They also showed that, with few exceptions, this reaction was peculiar to the urine of pregnancy.
After bi-daily injections of a total of six doses of urine varying from o-2 to 04 c.c., the ovary of the test mouse shows, at the end of one hundred hours, one or more blood-filled follicles protruding from its substance. These have a most striking appearance, and their production in such circumstances constitutes the Aschheim-Zondek reaction. This reaction provides the criterion of a positive test. Figs. 1, 2 and 3 demonstrate the appearance of the test mice under examination.
The mouse in Fig.   1 has been treated with negative urine, and it will be seen that its ovaries have remained pale and insignificant, unlike the large and atypical ovaries of the mice in Figs. 2 and 3, which have reacted to the influence of positive urine. As is obvious, the blood follicles can be discerned macroscopically, and this feature makes the test both simple and highly practicable. The control of all such cases would require to be microscopic, by way of attempting to identify living and dead chorionic elements. As this is impossible in all cases, the control is incomplete and the classification of the results unsatisfactory.
